Chair's Report - 1 September 2026

Great Parks Fun Day - 28 August 2026

The Great Parks Fun Day was a big success. Lots of people worked hard to plan the event, and it went very well. The weather was a bit windy, but it stayed mostly dry.

More than 300 people came to the event. The day helped people join in with activities and learn about Paignton Pride in Place (PPiP). Many people filled in questionnaires to share their views.

Thank you to everyone at Great Parks Community Centre and to the Board members who came along.

We are all looking forward to the Foxhole event on 5 September 2026.

Paignton Zoo has kindly given PPiP 10 family tickets. Each ticket is for a family of four. At the end of September, a prize draw will be held for people who have completed a questionnaire.

Meetings

I have met with several groups to talk about possible projects for PPiP next year. These groups include:
· Mid Devon Cycle Club
· Play Torbay
· Safe, Sustainable Travel Torbay
· Active Devon
· SwissCo
· Citizens Advice Paignton
· Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise groups
· Tonic Creatives
· WAVE Project
· The Arts Council
· Torbay Council

I will also be meeting Laura McAllister from Paignton Parish on 15 September.

I have written an article about PPiP, which will be published in Torbay Tomorrow.

Collaton St Mary Group

We have held two more meetings with the Collaton St Mary group.

Sadly, Andrew Lavey has had to leave the Board because of health problems and Jackie Kelly has had to leave the Board because of other work commitments.

We are still talking about how PPiP can help the people of Collaton St Mary. Nina has been working very hard to meet local residents and hear their ideas.

A small event was held at Pennine Drive on 25 August. More events are planned:
· Berry Acres, 4 September, 4pm to 6pm
· Aldi, Hollyhocks Way, 12 September, 4pm to 6pm
· Berry Parks play park, 3 September, 10am to 12pm

The next group meeting will be on 14 September 2026 at 9.15am in the Parish Rooms, Collaton.

Noticeboards

Some local people have suggested having more noticeboards and improving the ones we already have. Better noticeboards could help people find out what is happening in their area.

We have received a first price estimate of about £800 for one new noticeboard.

PPiP Video

Superb are helping to make a PPiP video. Sally and Natasha have already been filmed.

Working Together

JP (Jon-Paul Hedge) and I are continuing to work closely together. This helps the Board and the Local Authority share information and work well together.



Conclusion

As a Board, we want to listen to local people and involve them in shaping the future of PPiP. To do this, we need to talk to residents and work with local groups, volunteers and organisations.

I will be attending a Pride in Place Chairs Conference in London on 11 September 2026. This will help us learn from other areas and stay connected to local and national projects.

Stephen Kings
Chair
